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“The true difference between languages is not in what may
or may not be expressed but in what must or must not be
conveyed by the speaker.” - R. Jakobson

Introduction

My name is Thanh Viet Cao (Vietnamese: “Cao Thanh Viét"). My main research interests include
semantics, pragmatics, and syntax of classifier languages in light of formal approaches, i.e., model-
theoretical semantics and comparative syntax within the framework of generative grammar.

| defended my PhD dissertation (title: Quantification and Plurality at the Interface: The case of
Vietnamese) on May 14th, 2025, under the supervision of Dr. |-Ta Chris Hsieh. My thesis mainly
touches upon strategies of universal quantification (involving the four D-quantifiers tat-c3, c3, moi,
méi) and plurality (involving cdc, nhifng) in Vietnamese from compositional and cross-linguistic
perspectives. Besides, language contact among MSEA languages from historical linguistics aspects,
especially the historical lexicology (i.e., etymology) of Vietic languages, has always attracted my
attention since the first days | embarked on my journey in linguistics.
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Education

PhD in Linguistics, Institute of Linguistics, National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan.
PhD dissertation defended on May 14th, 2025

MA in Linguistics, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, GPA: 3.63/4.
Thesis defended on December 27th, 2016

BA in Linguistics, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, GPA: 3.22/4.

Specialized in General Linguistics

Experience

Research Assistant, PROJECT: THE SYNTAX AND SEMANTICS OF RECIPROCAL
EQuATIVES, Manager: Dr. |-Ta Chris Hsieh — Institute of Linguistics, National Tsing
Hua University (Taiwan).

Annotating data and assisting in the manuscript writing.
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2022-2023

9/2013-
8/2018

9/2013-
8/2018

3/2016-
1/2018

1/2014-
10/2014

8/2013-
12/2013

8/2012-
1/2013

Guest Lecturer, COURSE: LANGUAGES OF THE WORLD (undergraduate level),
Lecturer: Dr. Hsiu-chuan Liao — Institute of Linguistics, National Tsing Hua University
(Taiwan).

Introducing the Vietnamese language from the linguistic perspectives.

English Teacher, Taiwan's ELTA program, co-ordinated by National Taiwan Normal
University.

Teaching/Co-teaching English at elementary and junior high schools in Hsinchu, Taiwan.

Research Assistant, PROJECT: INVESTIGATING TAY VERNACULAR TEXTS IN
NORTHERN VIETNAM, Manager: Dr. David Holm — Department of Ethnology,
National Chengchi University (Taiwan).

Translating traditional Tay (deciphered) vernacular texts from Vietnamese to English.

Al Trainer, Outlier, Freelance.
Evaluating the relevance and quality of Al-generated responses in Vietnamese.

Teaching Assistant, COURSE: FORMAL SEMANTICS (graduate level), Lecturer: Dr.
I-Ta Chris Hsieh — Institute of Linguistics, National Tsing Hua University (Taiwan).

Vietnamese Lecturer, Faculty of Linguistics, University of Social Sciences and
Humanities, Hanoi.

Teaching Vietnamese as a second language for foreign students.

Courses: Spoken Vietnamese (2013-2015); Vietnamese and Law (2013-2015); Reading
Vietnamese Newspapers (2014-2015); Vietnamese on Mass Media (2013-2014)
Teaching Assistant, Faculty of Linguistics, University of Social Sciences and
Humanities, Hanoi.

Courses: Foundation of Semantics (2013 - 2018); Foundation of Pragmatics (2013 - 2018)

Visiting Vietnamese Lecturer, Department of Foreign Languages and Cultures,
University of Finance and Economics, Yunnan, China.
Teaching Vietnamese as second language for foreign students

Linguistic Documentator, DOREMIFA PROJECT, Manager: Dr. Alexis Michaud -
International Research Institute MICA, Hanoi University of Science and Technology.
Annotating the audio data of endangered languages in Vietnam for the Pangloss Collection.

Research Assistant, PROJECT: THE PROSODY AND INTONATION OF SOUTHERN
VIETNAMESE, Manager: Dr. Marc Brunelle - University of Ottawa.
Annotating the audio data of Southern Vietnamese for experimental phonetic analyses.

Intern Editor, Knowledge Publishing House - NXB TRI THUC, Hanoi.

copy-editing the revised version of Lev Tolstoi — Dudng séng and Fall of the Third Reich
(Su sup d6 ciia Dé ché thir Ba)

Publications

Papers & Presentations

1. Thanh Viet Cao (2026), Sino-Vietnamese linguistic early contact and the three-stage hypothesis,
Taiwan Journal of Linguistics 24(1), pp.103-155. DOI. <Click here for the paper>.

2. Thanh Viet Cao (2025), Quantification and Plurality at the Interface: the case of Vietnamese,
PhD Dissertation, National Tsing Hua University <Click here for the full text>.

3. McGuire, Paul, Kye Shibata, Thanh Viet Cao, Feng-fan Hsieh, and Yueh-chin Chang (2025),
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Supralaryngeal Kinematics of Implosives in Central Vietnamese: An EMA Study. Proceedings of
Interspeech 2025, pp. 3484-3488. ISSN 2958-1796 <Click here for the full text> .

4. Thanh Viet Cao (2025), Explaining a gap in wh-quantification involving Vietnamese ciing, Paper
presented at 2025 NTHU Linguistics Forum: Workshop on Syntax and Semantics, National Tsing
Hua University, Hsinchu, Taiwan <Click here for the handout>.

5. Thanh Viet Cao (2025), Early Sino-Vietnamese sub-layers and a constraint against final *-s
in Proto-Vietic, JSEALS Special Publication 13:190-197. E-ISSN: 1836-6821<Click here for the
paper>.

6. Viet Cao (2023), Interpreting two types of ciing-constructions in Vietnamese, Poster presented
at TEAL-13, National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan <Click here for the poster>.

7. Tue Trinh & Viet Cao (2023), A note on NPI licensing in Vietnamese, Poster presented at
TEAL-13, National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan <Click here for the poster>.

8. Thanh Viet Cao (2022), Vietnamese plural markers cdc - nhiing and beyond, Presentation at
Tsing Hua Students Workshop on Linguistics, National Tsing Hua University, Hsinchu, Taiwan.

9. Thanh Viet Cao (2022), Reanalyzing Vietnamese plural markers cdc - nhiing, Paper (online)
presented at International Semantics Conference - InSemantiC 2022, University of Porto, Porto,
Portugal <Click here for the manuscript>.

10. Thanh Viet Cao (2021), Preliminary Remarks on Syntactic Structures of Vietnamese Purposives,
Proceedings of the 6th International Conference on Vietnamese Studies (ICVNS 2021), Hanoi.
11. Cao Thanh Viét (2020), Huyén thoai Babel va chinh sich ngdn ngii trong thé ki 21 [The
myth of the Towel of Babel and language policies in the 215¢ century], Journal of Nghe An Culture
(404+405), pp. 60-63. ISSN 2354-08609.

12. Cao Thanh Viét (2017), The Symmetry Problem and Theories of Implicatures (in English and
Vietnamese), Master’s Dissertation, University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam National
University, Hanoi. <Click here to see the abstract>

13. Cao Thanh Viét (2016), ‘Ngit ndng’ — ‘ngli hanh’ va su cach tan cda ngit phap tao sinh ['Com-
petence’ — ‘Performance’ and innovations of generative grammar|, Proceedings of the conference on
Researching and Teaching Linguistics - Theoretical and Applied Issues, University of Social Sciences
and Humanities, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, pp.525-530.

Translations

1. Cao Viét (2024), “Nha vua, Chién binh, Phap su, Ngudi tinh: Tai khdm ph4 nhitng nguyén miu
nam tinh trudng thanh” (King Warrior Magician Lover: Rediscovering the Archetypes of the Mature
Masculine by Robert Moore & Douglas Gillette), Théng Tan Publishing House.
2. Cao Viét (2021), “Lugc sir Triét hoc” (A Little History of Philosophy by Nigel Warburton), Thé
Gidi Publishing House.
3. Ngbn Thanh (2020), “Nguyén Trudng To6 va chit Ném” (Nguyen Truong To and Nom character),
Journal of Nghe An Culture (413), pp. 33-36.
4. Ngbn Thanh (2015), “Ngudn gbc nhiing diém di biét trong bang chif céi tiéng Viét" (André-
Georges Haudricourt - L'origine des particularités de I'alphabet vietnamien), Proceedings of Chir
Qudc ngit: Su hinh thanh, phat trién va nhitng déng gép vao vin héa Viét Nam, Phi Yén University
& University of Social Sciences and Humanities-Ho Chi Minh City.
5. Ngdn Thanh (2014), “M&t cudc tranh luan vé Ngbn ngii - Tu duy” (A debate on Language and
Thought), Journal of Nghe An Culture (279), pp.22-25.
6. Ngbén Thanh (2013), “Ai can Triét hoc?” (Ayn Rand - Philosophy: Who needs it?), Journal of
Nghe An Culture (236), pp. 13-16.
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https://www.isca-archive.org/interspeech_2025/mcguire25_interspeech.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bmi3Rw3DsUoxClVf_iG2ZjQ_IIJTLkaJ/view
https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/abb29f12-4313-4fb7-a441-7e3b7e0a0259/content
https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/abb29f12-4313-4fb7-a441-7e3b7e0a0259/content
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GnmZI9ZNUtW_L7fgEa1aUGCQPaqWGQw2/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ODU5zHLvN2hp5ZD4OMEMVrXmhPxhCCU4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wwixb7A2kg46QPjEkcjkf46d6aPReue1/view?usp=drive_link
https://repository.vnu.edu.vn/handle/VNU_123/54490
https://ngonthanh.wordpress.com
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2018-2021
2017

2013

2012

Advanced

Intermediate

Vietnamese
English
Mandarin

German

Dr. I-Ta Chris
Hsieh

Dr. Tue Trinh

Dr.Hsiu-
chuan Liao

Awards and Scholarships

Taiwan Elite Scholarship for SEA lecturers pursuing PhD programs in Taiwan.

Scholarship for Summer School of Slavonic (Czech) Studies, Masaryk University,
Brno, Czech Republic.

Award for the Distinction Achievement in Linguistics major by Rector of the University
of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNU-Hanoi.

Second Award at the Undergraduate Conference (Topic: Translation Methods - A
Case Study on Translating Literature Book Titles from English into Vietnamese),
University of Social Sciences and Humantities, VNU-Hanoi.

Computer Skills

IKTEX, MS Office tools
Python, R, Praat

Languages

Mother tongue
Fluent (IELTS 7.0)
Intermediate

A2 level

References

Associate Professor, Institute of Linguistics, National Tsing Hua University, Hsinchu,
Taiwan.
E-mail: ita.hsieh@mx.nthu.edu.tw

Associate Professor, Center for Cognitive Science of Language, University of Nova
Gorica, Slovenia.
E-mail: tuetrinh@alum.mit.edu

Associate Professor, Institute of Linguistics, National Tsing Hua University, Hsinchu,
Taiwan.
E-mail: hcliao@faculty.hss.nthu.edu.tw
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